
Kate's notes: If you're having a difficult time trying to find records for a Thompson Gilleland, it may be because Mr. Gilleland's birth name was actually Hugh Thompson Gilleland. No doubt our subject preferred to use his middle  name -Thompson - to set himself apart from the seemingly scores of Hugh Gillilands/Gillelands, in all branches of our trees, who lived during that tme period and throughout the country.

Hugh Thompson Gilleland, born Dec. 9, 1828 in Butler Co., Pa., was a son of John and Selina Thompson Gilleland. He is buried at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Suffolk, Va., as is his wife, Sarah Jane Glasgow Gilleland. She was born Feb.15, 1832 in Butler Co., Pa., daughter of Robert and Mary Cunningham Glasgow, and died 31 May, 1881.
.
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J.W. Sproull, D. B. Willson, Editors and Proprietors
Pittsburgh

    DIED, at his residence in Cypress township, Nansemond county, Virginia, on the morning of August 22nd, 1882, at 8:15 o’clock, of cancer of the stomach, Mr. THOMPSON GILLELAND, in the fifty-fourth year of his age.
    The subject of this sketch was born in Butler county, Pa., where he resided for many years on a farm. He removed to Allegheny City, where he lived until the fall of the year 1875, when he came to Virginia and engaged in farming, in which he was more successful than some others who came about the same time. Mr. Gilleland was of a quiet, modest, retiring disposition, and did not make his good qualities known. He was a man of very genial disposition and a loving father.  His health had been giving way for several months past, yet he continued to go about his daily employment until about the first of the month when he was compelled to lie down upon his bed of death. Through all his sickness and pain he was never heard to complain, but said to those around him, “It is the Lord; let him do whatever he will. ‘I know that my Redeemer liveth.’ My whole trust is in Christ, who is my strength and salvation.” Thus he spoke to those who waited upon him. He became very weak near his death, and did not converse much.
    Mr. Gilleland was a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church (Covenanter), and although separated from the denomination of his choice, maintained a strict watch over himself and family, never failing to observe family worship (a noble custom.) Mr. Gilleland leaves eight children to mourn their loss, four of whom reside in Pennsylvania. They have lost a loving father, and the community in which he lived a true friend and able counsellor. “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” WHITE MARSH. Va. Paper, Aug. 26, ‘82.
    Mr. Gilleland was one of the original members of the Central R. P. Church of Allegheny. He was highly esteemed not only by the members of the cong. but in the community in which he lived as an earnest, honorable Christian man.
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